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the grasping aspirations of the Vice-Admiral. Having got
Attorney-General Hoar's opinion, reversing that of
Attorney-General Bates, Mr. Borie signs an order which
had been prepared for him, reducing the rank of the staff.
Not unlikely this Congress will be wheedled and dra-
gooned into Porter's schemes of a Board of Survey, by
coercing the staff into an assent to that measure, provided
they can secure the rank which was given them by me.

April 5, Monday. Great excitement in Congress and
New York on the subject of the Pacific Railroad. I have
looked upon the transactions connected with that road as
in some particulars outrageously fraudulent. Durant,
the manager, has the reputation of being a knave, and
there are Members of Congress involved in the swindle.
Msk, an adventurer and operator in New York, had a fight
with the concern, and, the board refusing to produce their
books, the court has authorized the safe to be broken open,
which has been finally done, after a day's labor, with
sledge-hammers, crowbars, etc., etc.

April 6, Tuesday. Grant yesterday signed the new
Tenure-of-0ffi.ce Bill. He has been defeated and over-
reached in this matter. This is not surprising. Thus far he
does not promise a very wise or successful administration,
The folly of making a Chief Magistrate of a man who is
totally ignorant of civil affairs and destitute of statesman-
ship will perhaps be demonstrated to the satisfaction of
all by the present Executive.

Returns from the Connecticut election, which took
place yesterday, indicate the success of the Radical ticket.
Party, not principle, has controlled. How soon the people
will come out from Radical delusion and take care of
themselves and their rights, God only knows. The people
of Connecticut are as capable as those of any State to
govern themselves and take care of their liberties, yet, in
the madness and delusion of party, they vote away the